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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Providence, January 5, 1824, 


To the Editors of the Magazine, 

Brethren.—I! send you enclosed, a communication 
which was written for the RELicrous INTELLIGENCER, 
a paper published in this town, edited by a Baptist 
MixisteR; and which has been denied by the Editor, 
a place in his columns, without explaining to me or 
the public, any reasons why it was rejected. I there- 
fore submit the communication to your inspection, and 
anticipate its appearance in the Magazine, should you 
think the arguments and remarks which it contains 
might prove of avy service to the public. 


Yours in the FAITH of ABRAHAM, 
A Ruope-IstaAnp UNIVERSALIST. 








— aa a ——— 
must esteem that grace in the same descending ratio, ‘or misapplied, it renders its possessor a transgresaor-- 
as its efficiency in the work of salvation has diminish- , and yet a man, according to this writer, must be end- 
ed in his understanding. |lessly miserable for doing, or not doing what he had no 
This communication, it seems, affords a momentary ability to perform!! Such a tissue of absurdity is sure: 
triumph to the believers of endless misery; has given ly enough to make a reasonable man blush. Tire 
additional interest to a recent conference, and elicited _third article of this new creed, caps the climax of ki: 
a new burst of eloquence ! (inconsistency. In this, he supposes sin to be of iny- 
But why should the renunciation of Universalism by nite or unlimited demerit. What is sin? St. Panl av 
a solitary individual produce such an excitement, or swers, ‘‘ Sin is the transgression of the law.”? Now ! 
give rise to so much exultation among the believers of ask, is the transgression of the law an act of the cre: 
limited grace? The most consistent answer which ture man? Again; Is the creature man, an infinite. 
reason and experience can furnish, is, the extreme nov-' or finite being? Finite, most certainly. How thew 
elty of the case ! And for want of similar occurrences, | can an infinite act proceed from a finite being? a be- 
even the ashes of the dead have been disturbed, and ing limited in all his powers! Or how can an infinite 
they have been made to speak a language on the eve effect result from a finite cause? The reader will sce 





REPLY TO A LATE UNIVERSALIST. 


Mr. Fnrror,—In looking over your paper of the 


of their departure to the world of spirits, which never | that these questions can never be answered in a way 
| found a place among the number of their thoughts in | to give the least countenance to the hypothesis we arc 


‘the land of the living. 


‘ th ultimo, my attention was attracted by a commu- | 


considering. 
After all, I do not find it in my heart to attach any! Again,—If sin be an infinite evil, can the sinner ever 
nication taken “* PROM THE Boston RECORDER,” and ‘creat share of blaine to those brethren who exult in add to the sum of his guilt, after the commission of one 
headed ** UnN1vERSALISM RENOUNCED.” | this renunciation of Universalism, (provided it be real) ; offence, by the perpetration of a thousand crimes? ‘To 
As your paper professes to be established upon prin- for it is quite probable they will not be furished for| increase the guilt of a being who is infinitely criminal, 
ciples that are impartial, | confidently anticipate that | years to come with a similar occurrence, to excite such is utterly impossible. On supposition, therefore, that 
this calm and friendly reply will find an early place in | evident demonstrations of joy. | sin is an infinite evil, the man who has committed one 
the columns of the Intelligencer. | I cannot in justice dismiss this nominal renunciation, | offence, may sin with impunity all the rest of his life ; 
This writer informs us that he had been a firm be- without calling the reader's attention to What this wri-, for there cannot be the least danger of adding to his 
lierver in Universal Salvation for more than seven years, ‘ter calls the truth, and which he informs us he has criminality or his pnnishment—for one sin, according 
ond then renounced the belief from a conviction that | been brought to embraceand lore. These are his words, to this sentiment, would merit an infinite punishment, 
t was false doctrine. ‘Tam constrained under a conviction of duty to de- and a million could merit no more!! If this doctrine, 
He apprizes us that the prelude to his conviction clare my decided belief, that the punishment of all who namely—the doctrine of infinite sin, be not demoraliz- 
was a question proposed by a pious friend, which induc- die in their sins will be endless. lam also fully con- ing in its influence upon the mind, by encouraging the 
ed him to some reflection upon his moral condition. _vinced of the entire depravity of the human heart, and repetition of sin, | know of no doctrine that would be 
There appears to be something mysterious in this | the exceeding sinfulness and unlimited demerit of sin.” dangerous to the morals of society ! 
statement? Nor can I discover how it is possible for a} Here we are furnished with the sum of his new creed,,; Reader, I wish to ask you one plain question—Can 
man to expect salvation for himself, without being sen-| with which he would have us believe his heart is in| you believe the writer of the fenuncialion sincere, 
sible that he is a sinner, and that he stands in absolute |love! The first article which it contains, asserts the (provided his intellects are not disordered) when he 
need of the interposing hand of Divine grace to effect endless punishment of sinners. 1 can easily admit that | tells you that total depravity, infinite sin, and endless 
iis deliverance, and to replenish his soul with peace.—|he really believes the sinner will be endlessly misera-| misery, are truths which he loves? Extend, dear 
VWithout this, or a similar reflection, no man can be-|ble; but how can I be persuaded that he loves this | reader, I beseech you, the halcyon wing of pity, and 
come an Universalist. I have no doubt that a man | supposed truth? I cannot possibly give credit to his pray that he may be restored to his right mind, and to 
may become a deist without such moral reflections ; | assertion, without either dismissing from my heart eve- : the love and practice of the truth as it is revealed in 
but it is certain, that without them,he can never be an/ry charitable sentiment concerning his character and | the gospel of Christ. 
Universalist. This statement, therefore, upon the very | feelings, or being furnished with satisfactory proof that As the renunciation of Universalism by a solitary in- 
face of it, bears some of the prominent indications of; he is a confirmed maniac! No man ever loved a truth | dividmal, is eagerly embraced by many, as a proof that 
frand: And I should not be surprized to find that the | in which he could not rejoice: And fora man to assert |the doctrine is false, | am inclined to favor the advo- 
author of the communication which is the subject of, that he is in love with, or that he can rejoice in anti-' cates of endless misery with a few examples of similar 
these remarks, was really a Deist, during the seven cipation of the endless suffering of a fellow-being, takes proof in relation to the doctrine which I profess. 
vears which he mentions. ‘The public are alfeady | upon himself a character which can never be designa‘- | _ 
aware that the most groundless and detestable false-' ed by any epithet in the catalogue of names, exceptit The following are the names of a few of the Universal- 
hoods have been reported, and currently circulated | be that ofa demon incarnate ! The very language of | 
through the medium of Relizious Newspapers, of Uni-| this assertion, if it be not the incoherent ravings of a | 
versalists renouricing the doctrine of impartial grace ; | disordered intellect, is proof positive of a deep-rooted 
and that many of these falsehoods have been detected, | malignity to the beings of our race, or the most stubborn | 








ist Clergymen, who were formerly Believers in the 
doctrine of Endless Misery, and have REwovNCED (hal 


sentiment. 








and with their authors, held up to public view as ob-| unreconciliation to the revealed will of God! For Rev. Zeraantan LATua, formerly aPaptist. 

jects of merited contempt. *“* God will have all men to be saved, and & come un- Rev. THomas Gross, do. Congregationalis: 
The case before us, however, may be different—/ to the knowledge of the truth.” —1 Tim. ii. 4. ‘Rev. Nenemrau Donor, do. Baptist. 

There is a conceivable possibility of a man who has Nor does the second article of this new creed, evince ‘Rey, Mr. Funk, do. Lutheran. 

been an Universalist, having lost the evidences of his; a greater degree of sanity, oF consistency, than the Rev. Honms SAMPSON, do. Congregationalis' 

faith, so far as to embrace the doctrine of endless suf-| first: This embraces the sentiment of total depravity.— Rey. J. S. Tnomrson, as: Methodiet. 

ferine in a future state. Now if a being be totally destitute of any moralability pey, Bexyamin Hicox, do. bn: ; 
Now what docsall this prove? Nothing more than | to do good, where is the justice of condemning, or pun- Rey, ZetorEs Fuinen, do. Re 

that this man’s belief ofa future state is different now, | ising him for the von-performance of good deeds?— Rey Exipuaser Cask, do. do. 

from what it once was. It does not prove that his; Nothing could be more arbitrary, crue}, or unjust, than Rey. Hoska Barvou, do. Baptist. 

present views are correct; or, that his former senti- | to punish a man for not doing an act, for the perior- Rey, Apin BALLov, do. do. 

ments were false. One thing, however, is certain ; if; mace of which he possessed no proper ability. | Ley. Davip BAnnou, do. mn 

the communication under consideration, be not a} In order to admit the doctrine of ota Ceprapihy, we Rev. Apnen KNEELAND, do. do. 

pious fraud,” the author of that communication must | are forced to deny the existence of sin! For the POW- Rev. Wauren Banrour, do. do. 

now entertain less exalied views of the power, benevo- | er, or ability to do good, is the power to do evil: and Rey. J; E. PanMER, do. do. 


. » Se a om . ; ° ry) 4 an i le ise rove > «4° Fa . ley : 
lence,sand grace of God thanhe once did . consequently i; whoneverthis power to do agood iction iz mM) apt rove d, Rev. A. KINSMAY a co. 
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Rey. Set Jones, formerly a Baptist, 

Rev. Mr. CrosamMan, do. do. 

Rev. Mr. UnpERWoOOoD, do. do. 

Rey. JacopFriezr, do. do. 

Rev. AsaAnet Davis, do. Epiecopalian. 
Rev. Thomas Jonrs, do. Methodist. 

Rey. Enw. Mitcueun, do. do. 

Rev. Thomas KiNG, do. do. 

Rev. Ezra LEonARD, do. Congregationalist. 


The Rev. Gentlemen whose names are here given, 
are still living, and can answer for themselves, if call- 
ed on. Thousands of examples of a similar nature 


might be produced from among the living, and many of 


the pious dead, who we trust, are gone te realize what 
their faith so ardently embraced, might be added to 
the number—But I forbear. 
many Universalists in this town, who have been be- 
lievers in the popular creeds, will long be cherished in 
the remembrance of a grateful people, as worthy ex- 
amples of christian faith and moral rectitude. 
Yours, most sincerely, 


A Ruope-IstrAnp UNIVERSALIST. 
+ __________] 


Notr.—The author of the picce alluded to in the 
foregoing ‘* Reply,” is known to have stated, after he 
pretended to renounce Universalism, that he did not be- 
lieve in the doctrine of endless misery, but that he be- 
Thus, if his 
ewn declarations are to be credited, he at one and the 


lieved all men would finally be saved! 


same time, both held to Universalism and renounced 
it! He is an apt scholar in the study of Orthodoxy, 
for he has already learned the language of inconsis- 


teucy and contradiction.--Editors. 
——D 3. ie 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





New-Beprorp, Dec. 17, 1823. 
TO “WATTS” OF « PROVIDENCE.” 


Sir,—I consider the discussion ef religious subjects 
of the utmost importance, when properly conducted, 
to the moral improvement of society. T'o secure this 
tlesirable end, the opponents should lay aside all per- 
sonalities, and all motives to mastery, and be guided 
by asincere desire to promote the érwth and dispel 
érror. 

You say I attempted, ‘‘ torefute several important 
truths contained in a discourse delivered by that Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Holmes, alias, yourself) on the evening 
of Oct. 24, 1823. 


Now, sir, | believe you think so, but you are mis- | 


taken ; I did not attempt ‘o refute, nor would I for my 
right hand, a single truth important or unimportant de- 
livered on said evening. The few truths contained in 
the discourse, are important in themselves considered, 
but of no consequence, in connexion with the orthodox 
absurdities, which accompanied them. Thus, the Dei- 
ty is infinitely lovely and benevolent, but all the love- 
ly traits in his character are only so many contradic- 


tions, and more properly imaginary, than real, if HE) 


has made myriads af immortal beings, for no other pur- 
pose, than to exercise his great power, in their endless 
misery. My object was to point out the contradictions, 
and what appeared to me, gross absurdities of that 


sermon, and it belongs to you, and every other person, 


who publicly advocates such sentiments, publicly to 
reconcile and defend them, or publicly renounce 
titem. 

Your communication to me, is no answer to mine 
to Mr. Holmes, as you will see in the sequel. 

You ‘ greatly fear that’? my ** mind has been blind- 
ed by the god of this world,’ &c. ‘To which I reply, 


your sears however great, are very little arguments, or 


‘Adher no arguments at all, and that it is possible, 


” ‘ 


The venerable namés of 
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while you “ greatly fear that’ Ihave got a BEAM in 
my eye there may, peradventure, be a mote in thine 
own eye. 

As you have made no objections to my remarics on 
the doctrine of disinterested benevolence, 1 conclude 
that you are convinced of their propriety, and conse- 
quently of the palpable absurdity of that doctrine. 

You have blended the doctrine of total depravity, 
and the new birth, as though one was the necessary 
consequence of the other, or if you object to the word 
blending, you may substitute connected. Now the to- 
tality of existence, is as much the effect of, and is as 
much connected with nonentity, as the new birth is 
with folal depravity. If the word of God by which you 
say ‘* we must ¢est every doctrine,” affords no more 
evidence, (and I believe it does not)-than you have 
endeavored to deduce from it in its support a little re- 
flection will convince you, I think, that you are in an 
error on this subject, and that you have fotally misun- 
derstood those texts of scripture, which you have sup- 
posed proved it. Your quotation from Isaiah i. 5, 6, 
‘‘ The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.- 
From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no 
soundness in it, but wounds and bruises and putrifying 
sores: they have not been closed neither molified with 
ointment ;’’? has nothing in it, that can be applied to 
the natural state of man. Its application is national, 


reading it, in connexion with the chapter, from which 
it is taken. ‘* There is no soundness in tf,” surely 
cannot mean, ‘* there is no soundness in” him, man.— 
‘* Ir’ is the neuter, and not the masculine gender, and 
refers to the Jewish nation of whom the prophet is 
speaking, and not to man as an individual, or the whole 
species. The idea seems to be this, ‘“* the whole 
head,” the king on his throne, and his councillors, ‘* the 
whole heart,” the chief Priest and the ministers of the 
law, had become corrupted. ‘* From the sole of the 
foot”—from the meanest subject, ** even to the head,” 
even to the monarch,—‘‘ there is no soundness in it,” 
the nation. Even this explanation must not be under- 
stood in an unlimited sense ; for the prophet says, verse 
9th, ** Except the Lord of hosts, had left unto usa 
very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, 
and we should have been like unto Gomorrah,”’ which 
supposes a few exceptions to the foregoing general ex- 
pressions. See 1 Kingsxix. 18. I * can,” therefore, 
‘read this passage,’ as well as every other part of 
the bible, ** and” for any thing | find there to the con- 
trary, ** then deny that man,” in a state of nature “ is 
totally depraved,” or indeed that he is depraved at all 


of ** good and evil,” depravity, which you cannot con- 
sistently, for depravity, of any kind, supposes the sub- 
| ject of it to have been in a better state. ‘* Suffer little 
|children to come unto me and forbid them not,” said 
Jesus, ‘* for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” Lit- 
‘tle children are in a state of nature, and according to 
our Lord’s declarations, subjects of the kingdom of 
heaven, which they could not be 7 totally depraved. 
You remark again, ‘* In speaking of the Jews, Jesus 
said,” * He hath blinded their eyes and hardened their 
hearts, that they should not see with their eyes, nor 
understand with their hearts.’ ‘+ Now if the Jews 
| were not totally blinded ; I confess to you that I can- 
j not understand this text.” The text does not say, 
| He hath fofally blinded their eyes, &c. and I cannot 
| conceive why you should so understand it. It doesnot 








| appear that the Jews were blinded in any other sense, 
,than as it respected christianity. 1 believe their na- 
| tional and moral character, has been as good since the 
| destruction of their city and temple, as it was in gen- 
eral, before. They have, J believe, sustained as good a 
moral character as christian, and better than Mahome- 
tan nations. To help you to a just understanding of 
this text, you are referred to Rom. xi. 25—36, “ For] 
Would not brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this 
mystery (lest ye should be wise in your own conceits,) 


———— ee 


: { 
and not personal, nor universal, as any one may see by 


in any sense of the word: except you call ignorance’ 





that blindness in part (mind, in part,) is happened to 
‘Israel, anti] the fullness of the Gentiles be come 

land so all Israel shall be saved,” &c. So far isthe 
: bible from saying that the Jews were * totally blinded,» 
| that it emphatically says ** blindness in part is happen. 
;ed to”? them, and that only fora time, viz, “ till the 
fullness of the Gentiles be come in, and” then « all 
| Israel shall be saved.’ I should thimk it impossibie 
for any one impartially to read the New-Testament, 
and understand this text in an unlimited sense, 

It is not necessary that I should say much respectin 
the ** New Birth,” as you have not explained what 
you mean by it: and as it appears fo me, to be foreign 
\from the subject. J] assure you, however, that it ap- 

= to me extremely improper, to apply the words, 

Ye must be born again,” in the sense, in which ovr 
Lord intended them, to persons, born and educated 
christians, pay, 1 think it impossible. I have long since 
taken it into ** censideraiion as taught by Jesus Christ: 
but am nevertheless, ‘* prepared to say” and also to 
defend the assertion, ** that the natural man,” by 
which I mean a man ina state of nature, “is not whol- 
ly unreconciled or totally” deprared, or indeed that he 
| is depraved in any sense of the word. He is “ made 
jsubject.”’ or liable to ** vanity,” or depravity, but 
neither vain depraved, blind, or unreconciled. He js 
naturally ignorant I allow, but he is as innocent as he 
is ignorant. ‘* Except ye be converted and becomeas 
little children,” said Jesus, ** ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom ofheaven,”’? Mat. xviii. 3. Men who are 
depraved, in order to enter into the kingdom of beay- 
en, i. e. in order to be happy, must become méek and 
innocent, like little children, and fee} the same depen- 
ance on, and confidence in, their heavenly Father, that 
they (little children) do on, and in their earthly par- 
ents. 

In regard to the will of God you say, * I will here 
{make use of yourown argument. If God does not will 
that the sinner should be reconciled to day, can HE 
will that he should be reconciled to-morrow? No, for 
God is unchangeable.” This is not my argument. Ii 
God wills and designs that the sinzer shall be recon- 
ciled io-day, and he is not,—His will and designs are 
frustrated! If God wills the happiness of the sinner 
to-day HE must always have willed it ; and if he wills 
his happiness, he must also will the means by whichit 
is to be brought about; for Infintte Wisdom cannot 
will the end without the means, or the effect without 
the cause; and HE cannot. will the cause and effect 
without the time of its consummation. God sees that 
a certain course of discipline, is essential to the sinner’s 
happiness, and therefore, wills it; but HE could not 
will this course of discipline for his happiness, unless he 
knew it would make him happy, and He could not 
know this without knowing when the end, i. e. the 
sinner’s happiness would be effected. God, therefore, 
wills to-day, as He has always done, the holiness and 
happiness of the sinner,-but He does not will that he 
should be happy to-day, but when he has passed 
through this necessary course of discipline. A father 
may make his will to-day, and will his son an indepe®- 
deut fortune, when he is one and twenty; he thtere 
fore, wills to-day that his son should have this fortune, 
and makes provision for it; but he does not will that 
he should be put in possession of it to-day: on the rend 
trary, he wills that he should pass through a certain 
course of instruction and discipline, which he sees all 
cessary to qualify him to enjoy it. The father, during 
the son’s minority, wills him the fortune, and a 
is of age, puts him in possession of it. God wills 
hoth cause and effect, and fixes in Infinite Wisdom the 
duration, and opperation of the first, and time and com 
summation of the last, and by Omnipotent power, car 
ries His will into execution. 

You say, “I cannot conceive that the 
whether all men will be restored to the favor of - 
can be decided by an appeal to our common ee, 
&e. We do not wish to decide it by such am @ppe™’’ 





question, 



































but we think it an argument in its favor. Those phil- 
anthrophic feelings are certainly the finest cords of the 
human heart, and were woven in it by the hand of the 
Creator. They are the springs of social happiness, the 
richest boon of heaven, and the ldveliest trai‘s in the 
human character. Are they, then, because they “arise 
from a construction of the physical system, to be de- 
stroyed, and succeeded by cold apathy and a frozen 
indifference, as it regards the happiness, or misery of 
others? May God forbid! It would be difficult to 
prove that the soul of man, is not the effect of the phy- 
sical system: Nay, I think it easy to prove that it is. 
All our knowledge then, is the effect of this construc- 
tion. Our happiness, corporeal, and intellectual, arises 
from the construction of the physical system or the 
known laws of animal organization. Must it all, there- 
fore end with this life? Such a mode of reasoning is 
the direct road to annihilation ! 

it is true, we find nymerous arguments in the nature 
ef man for the doctrine of universal benevolence ; bat 
our chief dependance, and support is the LAW and the 
rESTIMONY, or the revealed wint of God. You did 
not notice the texts of scripture, which I quoted in my 
letter; which you were under obligations to have 
done, if you wished to have disproved the final happi- 
pess ofallmen. Ishall repeat them with one or two 
additious. 1 Tim. ii. 3—6, “* For this is good and ac- 
ceptable inthe sight of God our Saviour, who WILL HAVE 
ALL MEN TO BE SAVED, and come unto the knowledge 
ofthe TrutH. For thereis one God and one Mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus ; who gave 
himself A RANSOM FOR ALL, fo be testified IN DUE 


} 
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FOR THE UNIV ERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


(The following letters, by the pen of a female, were 
elicited by a conversation which the writer had with 
a gentleman ofthe Baptist communion, who promis- 
ed to reply to any scripture evidence, which she 
might present him, in favor of Universal Salvation. 


LETTER I. 


Dear Brother,—As you mentioned to me a few days 
since, that you could not find a single text of scripture 
tbat favored the doctrine of Universal Salration,—I 
told youl would write a few, and send you; but in 
order to prepare your mind to receive them, I must 
make a few observations, by way of introduction. It 
is an indispensable duty for every one who has the Bi- 
ble in his possession to read and study it carefully.— 
** Search the scriptures,” saith Christ, and in search- 
ing them, it would be well to follow the wise man’s 
adviee, ‘* get knowledge,” saith he “ and with all thy 
getting, get understanding.”» We should never have 
such an exalted opinion of our own understanding as to 
Suppose that we have attained to the summit of wis- 
dom and knowledge ; the light of life, as well as sci- 
ence, is progressive on our minds, and we shall do 
well to take heed, as the apostle Peter inform us, “as 
to a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day star arise in our hearts.” It is 
said too, that this light **shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day.” 

Come then, dear brother, and let us walk in the 





The Bible abounds with plain unqualified de- 


’ 


TIME.’ 
clarations in favor of the final happiness of all men 
but it would be useless to multiply quotations, till you | 
at least, endeavor to answer the above. I think you | 
will acknowledge that no form of words could express | 
the designs and will of God in favor of Universal Sal- 

vation, in stronger terms than in this quotation. You 

must, | think, show that the will and designs of God, 

will be thwarted, in order, to disprove the salvation of | 
all men. 

You will have the goodness, in answer to this com- | 
munication, to answer the following questions: 
1. What was the design of God in creating man? 

2. Will His designs be carried into effect ? 

J. Can man disappoint Omniscience, and preven 
the execution of the will of Omnipotence ? 

4. Does God will the happiness’ and holiness of all | 
Men: 

5. Are there any contingencies with infimite Wis- 
dom? 

6. Can Infinite Wisdom and consistency, make a be- 
ing to be happy, who He knows never will be? or in 
other words, can Ile make, and design any thing for a 
purpose He knows it will never answer? 

7. Can infinite Love, Goodness, Justice, and Mercy 
create men for eternal anguish and dispair ? 

8. Is He impartial, and unchangeable? 

9. Will any be saved ? 

i0. Is man naturally totally depraved ? 

it. Ifhe be, can he become any worse ? 

12. Is he to blame for what he never had in his pow- 
er to prevent? 


t | 


13. Was it ever in the power of any (since the first |. 





man) to prevent what is called original and total de- 
pravily ? 

14. If man comes into the world in a state of total 
depravity, must he not, necessarily, do all possible 
wickedness ? 

15. Can the ways of God be equal—Can HIle be inm- 
Partial, and make one part of mankind to be endlessly 
miserable, and the other to be happy ? 

Yours most respectfully. E. C—, JR. 
God was in Christ reconciling the world unto him- 


self, not imputing their trespasses to them. 
4 Cor. ve 19. 





so. 


light of the Lord. In the first place, we will endeavor 
to get right conceptions of our Creator,—this, I think, 
will assist us greatly in our progress after truth. Let 
us search diligently to find what account the Bible 
gives us of his character. The Psalmist says, ** he is 
good unto ail, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works.’ Our Saviour said to one, ** why callest thou 
me good ; thereis none good but one, thai 1s God.”°— 
We will now inquire how far his goodness extends.— 
Scripture and reason both teach us that he is an infi- 
nite Being—therefore, he must be infinite in all his at- 


| tributes, and if he is good at all, he must be infinitely 


Well, if it be proved that he is good, we wili next 
inquire, if it be likely that he will change; if so, we 
cannot place much confidence in him. I think, how- 
ever, two texts of scripture will abundantly prove him 
to be worthy of our unlimited confidence. The first | 
shall quote is in Malichi iii. 6, ** For Iam the Lord, I 
change nol, therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consum- 
ed ;”? the other is in James i. 17, “* Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from 
the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness neith- 
er shadow of turning.” Now if these texts are unde- 
niable truths, which I think you will not attempt to 
dispute, I will proceed to notice other scriptures in 
support of the same subject. I will commence with 
Genesis iii. 15, ** And I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed ; tt 
shail bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his hell.”— 
Chapter xii. 3. ‘* And I will bless them that bless ihee 
and curse him thal curseth thee; and in thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed.” Chapter xxii. 18, 
‘* 4nd in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed.” Psalms ij. 7, 8, ** will declare the decree; 
the Lord hath said unto me, thou art my Son ; this day 
hare I begotien thee, ask of me and I shall give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for thy possession.” Psalms Ixxii. 8, “ He 
shall have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river 
unto the ends of the earth.” Psalms Ixxxvi. 9, * .4ll 
nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship 
before thee, O Lord, and shell glorify thy name.” 


iah xxv. 6, 7, 2, 


rig 


row, of wines on the lees well refined. And he will de- 
stroy in this mountain the face of covering cast over all 
people, and the veil that ts spread over all nations; he 
will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God 
will wipe away tears from off ALL faces, and the rebuke 
of his people shall he take away from off all the earth ; 
for the Lord hath spoken it.” Chapter xly. 23—265, 
“ T have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my 
mouth in righteousness and shall not return, that unto 
me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear ; sure- 
ly shall say in the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength ; even to him shall men come, and all that are 
incenced against him shall be ashamed. In the Lord 
shall all the seed of Israel be justified.” Micah vii. 18, 
19, 20, ‘* Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the rem- 
nant of his heritage. He retaineth not his anger for- 
ever because he delighteth in mercy. He will turn again, 
he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our 
iniquities ; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the 
depths of the sea; thou will perform the truth to Jacob, 
and the mercy to Abraham which thou hast sworn unto 
our fathers from the days of old.» St. Mat. i. 21, ‘And 
she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call his name 
Jesus, for he shail save his people from their sins.” St. 
John i. 29, ** Behold the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” Chapter iii. 16, 17, “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosocver believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world ; but that the world 
through him might be saved.” Werse 35, “* The Fath- 
er loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his 
hands. Again chapter vi. 33, ** For the bread of God 
ishe which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life 
unto the world.» Chapter xvii. 2, 3, 4, ** As thou hast 
given him power over aun flesh, that he should give 
elernal life to as many as thou hast given him ; and this 
is life eternal, that they might know thee, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.—JI have 
glorified thee on the earth, I have finished the work 
thou gavest me to do.” Chapter xii. 32, ** And J, if 
I be lifted up from the earth will draw ALL men unto 


me.”? 
Please to read the whole of the 5th chapter of Ro- 


mans. 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22, ** For since by man came 
death, by man also came the resurrection of the dead.— 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive.” 25th verse, ** 4nd when all things shall 
be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be 
subject unto Him that put all things under him, that 
God may be all in all.” Galatians iii. 8, ** And the 
scriptures foresceing that God would justify ihe heathen 
through faith, preached beforethe gospel unto Abraham, 
saying, in thee shall all the nations be Giessed.” Read 
also, 16, 17, 18 verses, ** Now fe Abraham and his 
seed were the promises made, he saith not, and ta 
seeds as of many; but as of one, and thy seéd, which ts 
Christ. And this I say, that the covenant, that ivas 
confirmed before of Ged in Christ, the law which was 
four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, 
that it shouid make the prom'se of none effict: For if 
the inheritance be of the law, if it no more of promise ; 
but God gave it to Abraham by promise." Ephesians 
i. 9, 10, ** Having made known unto us the mystery of 
his will, according lo his good pleasure, which he hath 
purposed in himself ; that in the daspensation of ihe 
fulness of times he might gather togeiher in one ALi 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which 
are on earth, even in him,”’—Verses 22, 23, ** 2nd 
hath put all things under his feel, and gave him to be 
the head over all things lo the church ; which is his 





bodu, the fullness of him thal filleth ailin all.” Phil. 


}ii. 10,11, “That al the name of Jesus every knee should 
Isa-| bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
“* 4nd in this mountain shall the | things under the earth ; and thal every longue should 


Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, ‘confe vy that Jesus Christ ia Lord, to the glory of God: 


la feast of wines on the lees » of fal things, full of mar- the Father.” 
‘tas ' 
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Please to read atteutively, the first epistle of St. 
Paul to Timothy, 2d chapter, 6 first verses. Also, He- 
brews ii. 7, %, 9,19. And I would furthermore re- 
quest you to read the 9th chapter of Hebrews. As I 


- 


find such a multitude of testimone in the scriptures, in | 


favor of the Salvation of all men. which I would glad- 
ly write and place before you, were it not that my 
sheet is now almost full. I shall quote but one more 
passage for the present and conclude. 
‘6 4nd every creature which is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, 
and allihat are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and 
honor, and glory, and power, ba unto Him that sitteth 
upon the throne, wnd unlo the Lamb forever and 
ever.” 

Brother,—I am almost tired of writing, but not wea- 
ry of the subject, for it is a delightful one ; it is such 
as caused a multitude of the heavenly host to sing 
praises to God, saying, Glory to God in the highest, 
peace on earth, and good will toward men. In con- 
templating on these things, I am sometimes lost in 
astonishment at the goodness of God manifested in his 
‘word and works. I do not wonder that the Apostle, in 
the joy of his heart, should exclaim, ‘* O, death! where 
is thy sting? O, grave! where is thy victory? the 
-sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law; 
but thanks be to God who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and the 
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his. ways past finding out; for who hath 
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his 
counsellor? or who hath first given to him, and it shall 
be recompensed to him again? For of him and through 
him and to him, are all things; to whom be glory for- 
ever.—Amen.” R. L. 

Hartland, Vt. 1823. 

~~ 
LETTER I. 

Dear Brother,—I waited nearly two months, for an 

answer to my letter, and was at length informed that 


! was not to expect any ; but you have condescended 


to refer me to eighteen pages of a certain Book, (not 
the Bible however, but a book entitled, the Life of 
Elder Benjamin Putnam,) which as you intimated, is 
expressive of your articles of faith, for you say they 
read exactly as you believe. Now| have read those 
pages with attention, and as I view them, they are re- 
plete with contradictions, inconsistencies and absurdi- 
ties; and it is astonishing that a person of your sense 
cannot discover them. But it is very possible, and I 
believe I may with propriety say, very probable, that 
your beloved author may shortly present you, and the 
public with a different sct of articles, for he has chang- 
ed his sentiments several times, and it would not be 
surprising, if he should so far imitate the Camelion, as 
to change a few times more. 

But what will you do brother ? will you change with 
him? No, I presume you will not; for when you first 
received the light, it is believed, you thought you had 
teceived all the light that any mortal creature could 
contain, and therefore, shut your eyes at the first 
dawn, against all further communications, not consider- 
ing the exhortation of the Apostle, to take heed as to 
a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day star 
arise in our hearts; and surely the light shineth in a 
dark place, when it shineth on a dark mind. 

As 1 am averse to being carried about by every wipd 
of doctrine, 1 am equally so to a rigid bigutted princi- 
pie. The Jews of old, and the greater part of thean to 
the present day, think themselves the peculiar favor- 
ites of heaven. They do not understand the mystery, 
that the Gentiles shall be partakers of the heavenly 
gift. The Apostle Peter seemed to labor under the 
came mistake till he saw the sheet let down from heay- 

ep, aad ctawn up thither again 





Rev. v. 13, | 


} se 
And, again, ** O, | 
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| Now let us be careful, and not be too rigid,—*‘* Let 
us prove all things and hold fast that which is good.” 
We wish for a union of sentiment, but above all for a 
union of spirit. 

I will say to you, as the apostle said to the Corin- 
‘thians; ‘‘our mouth is open to you, our heart is en- 

larged, you are not straitened in us, but ye are strait 
ened in yourselves.” 

Now be persuaded, dear brother, to enlarge the 
place of thy tent, and to stretch forth the curtains of 
‘thy habitation, spare not, lengthen thy cords, &c. I 
can adopt the language of the Apostle, where he saith, 

‘¢ 1 am persuaded, that neither life, nor death, nor an- 
| gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
‘nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, or any other 
‘creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
| God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, for he is faith- 
‘ful who hath promised.” I verily believe that the 
time is fast approaching, when the true light, that 
|lighteth every man who cometh into the world, will 
_ usher in his glorious beams, and the nations who sit in 
| darkness, will see, and enjoy the light ;—then will the 
eyes of the blind be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
‘be unstopped, the lame will leap as an hart, and the 
| tongue of the dumb sing ;—then will the face of the 
!covering be destroyed which is cast over all people, 
and the veil that is spread over all nations will be tak- 
jen away, and all for whom Christ hath given himself 
a ransom, (and the Apostle saith, he ‘* hath given him- 
self a ransom for all’) will return and come to Zion, 
with songs and everlasting joy upow their heads, and 
sorrow, and sighing shall flee away. R. L. 

P.S. I shall not attempt a refutation of Elder Put- 
man’s Book. For that has been performed already, by 
an abler pen; and a sketch of it published in the Chris- 
tian Repository, No. 3, Vol. 3. R. L. 
Se 

FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
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A CHILD'S WONDERS OF THE WORLD. 


BY J. G. HARRIS. 





When on a long and toilsome march 
Of half a mile, I'd ventur’d, 

I wonder’d that th’ etherial arch 
Right over-head still center’d. 


And when I saw the evening sun, 
Down in the west descending, 
I doubted if it were the one 
My distant home attending. 


Then Summer’s western breeze did rise, 
And fleecy clouds came sailing ;— 

I view’d the scene with longing eyes, 
Our earth-born state bewailing ; 


For, OI wished to fly away 
To that pure, limpid heaven, 
Where shone the brightest tints of day, 
Among their folds at even. 


I gazed upon the northern hill, 
Where fairy bands might rally, 

To wander down the misty rill, 
Along the eastern vally. 


Beyond that height, creation’s bound 
Nature had not decided ; 

But gleams of light were wand’1ing ’round 
With darkness, undivided. 


At eve, I watch’d the wand’ring moon, 
While light-borne coulds were driving ; 
It long had hasten’d to its noon, 
But never seem*d arriving. 
DecrmBer, 1£2°. 





From the Nantucket Inquirer. 


ELECTION, 


A holy Missionary, full of zeal, 

Held ferth among bur copper-color’d neighbors, 
Preaching and praying for their future weal, 
And now and then receiving for his labors 

A litile cash, some furs, fat venison and meal, 
A tithe of Indian mutton, beef and veal. 








His doctrine was, that, nolens rolens, some 

Were from their birth destined for heaven ; 

But others must be damn’d let what would come. 
The sared, were one from ev’ry ninety seven : 
So on he went, preaching repentance, 

Yet hurling infants down to brimstone bowers— 
Allowing no appeal from his hard sentence, 

To carry up the case to higher powers— 

Well, secing these things were pre-ordain’d, 
Curs’d be the rascal who com lain’d. 





An Indian chief (whose name had forty O’s) 
Told him this story: 
- I have a squaw, who all the nation knows 

| Has twins—they look alike, boih head and tves, 
| Give God the glory— 

| Good—the one she nurses like a mother ; 
| But wholly disregards the other, 

Which now is starving :~-now what says the law, 
; That I should do with my poor squaw ?” 


—_— 


| The preacher ponder’d, scratch’d his pate, and spoke : 
| ** Our christian code does find 

| That he or she who such a course should take, 

In his right mind, 

Is guilty of the highest wrong, 

And by a legal rope and haugman, must be hung!” 

** You say quite well—good” quoth the chief ; 
‘*¢ But then my brother, it should cause you grief, 
That, the stories false or true which you relate, 
You or your God deserve this fate !” 


CFREQUEST. 
As we are desirous of making out a Biogra- 
phical Sketch of our late revered and esteemed 
Brother, the Rev. Exuanan Wincursrer, we 
earnestly solicit from our friends, particularly 
from those in Philadelphia, New-York, and 
Hartford, all the information which they can 
|give us of him, of the events of his life, of his 
jreligious labors and successes. Whatever be 
the information of this kind, which our friends 
_ possess or will procure for us, it would be most 
grateiully received by, 
The Editors of the Magazine. 
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fi We are happy to observe that Br. Kyer- 
LAND has recommenced his publication. — It is 
entitled “THe Gazerrecr.”” The following 
,are the conditions of the work: Each number 
of the Gazetteer will contain eight large quar- 
ito pages, on fine white paper and handsome 
type. It willbe published every Wednesday 
evening throughout the year; at Three Doliars 
per apnom, payable half yearly in advance. At 
the end of the volume, a handsome ‘Title page 
aud Table of Contents wiil be added without 
‘any additional charge to subscribers. 


DIED, 











| Lost, on the 25th of Noy. last, from on board the 


brig Sea Island. of Hartford, H. Barnard, master, on 
her passage from New-London to Matanzas, Mr. Jienry 
Carrique, aged 20, son of the Rey. R. Carriqne, editor 
of this paper. So perished a promisirfg and active youth 
in the morning of life, beloved by ail who knew him. 
Mysterious are thy ways, O Father of Spirits—yet arl 
thou just, merciful and good, May all in affliction say 
from the heart, * by will be done.”—Rel. Inguire* 








To Let—Two Rooms, in.a dwelling, wear the 
; centre of the city, convenient for a family of two oF 
‘three persons,-in jnire at this office 





